Reclaim our future.
Oppose the corporate “development” agenda
July 27, 2015
In the face of overwhelming evidence of persistent poverty, deepening inequality,
ecological destruction, unprecedented loss of biodiversity and climate change
accelerating under neoliberal capitalist development, governments have set 2015 as the
year when they chart a new course for humanity – a path toward “sustainable
development” that “leaves no one behind” and protects the planet.
In September of this year, Heads of States and Governments will gather at the United
Nations (UN) headquarters in New York City to agree on a new set of “Sustainable
Development Goals” (SDGs) and a “global plan of action for people, planet and
prosperity”. This new “Post-2015 development agenda” succeeds the Millennium
Development Goals, which are supposed to have been achieved by 2015. This new
agenda promises to “transform our world” by 2030.
However, many of these same governments, particularly the more powerful ones among
them, are also currently negotiating new “free trade” deals across regions such as the
Transpacific Partnership Agreement, Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership,
Trade-in-Services-Agreement and Economic Partnership Agreements, among many
others that will have far-reaching implications for peoples in both the global North and
South and for the future of the world economy. Like the World Trade Organization, these
new trade agreements promise prosperity for all as a result of greater trade and
investments across borders.
And yet all indications suggest that these agreements as they are currently framed and
when adopted side-by-side, will not usher a new dawn for humanity. Instead they are
likely to further concentrate power and wealth in the hands of the 1% on the one hand,
and deepen the dispossession, exploitation and oppression of peoples and environmental
plunder on the other.
The emerging elite consensus on “development” for the post-2015 era aims for more
business than usual. Not only does it hold up the private sector as the driver of growth
and innovation, it promotes private finance as the fuel of development.
Governments are aggressively promoting Public Private Partnerships which shift the risks
associated with large investments to the public while ensuring huge profits for large
corporate investors through various forms of government guarantees and subsidies.
Infrastructure development alone—in energy, transport, water and sanitation, agriculture,
ICT, and so on—offer up to $1 trillion worth of investment opportunities per year.
Allowing and encouraging private finance to "invest" in development projects such as
large infrastructure projects or social services bundled up as new “asset classes” would
also intensify pressures for “cost-recovery” and greater commercialization, if not
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downright privatization of public services. More projects likely would be directed at
profitable sectors and facilitating the global production and trading of multinational
corporations (MNCs) instead of prioritizing the needs of impoverished and marginalized
sectors. We can expect a more aggressive implementation of mega-infrastructure
projects that are often associated with landgrabbing, gentrification, forced evictions,
massive displacements and other human rights violations affecting indigenous peoples,
campesinos, rural and urban communities, especially but not only in the global South.
Yet, by claiming to contribute to the achievement of “sustainable development goals,”
large corporations seek to enhance their public image even as many of them continue to
violate workers’ rights, the environment and the public interest with impunity.
Indeed, the so-called 21st century trade agreements, secretly being negotiated by
governments worldwide, would erect a global legal framework that strengthens corporate
rights over people’s rights and the environment. Not only do they strengthen MNC’s
control over production and trade of goods and services within and across borders, they
also hamper governments from regulating the operations of MNCs, and prevent
underdeveloped countries from actively promoting industrialization and sustainable
development. Indeed they would empower MNCs to sue governments for implementing
policies that would potentially harm investors’ “rights” to profit even when they are
intended to promote the public interest. This would belie governments’ commitment to
the realization of human rights and the attainment of the new SDGs.
If these agreements shape the policy agenda for sustainable development for the coming
decades, then we can expect a new wave of privatization and financialisation with even
more dire consequences than the old Washington consensus.
Therefore, we demand that governments:
1.

Uphold the primacy of human rights. States must acknowledge that they bear
the primary responsibility to ensure that both their agents and other nonstate
actors—whether corporations or multilateral institutions—adhere to human rights
norms and standards in their conduct affecting people and communities. The new
development agenda must be clear and explicit about, and faithfully monitor
states’ extraterritorial human rights obligations, especially in the field of
economic, social and cultural rights, as well as the right to development.
International agreements that exact obligations that run contrary to states’ duty to
respect, protect, and fulfill human rights must be declared illegitimate, immoral
and therefore invalid. No international agreement should be negotiated in secret
and without public participation or support. Indeed there should be strong support
and enabling environment for the participation of people and their organizations
in decisions that affect their lives and future generations.

2.

Tackle inequality and the overconcentration of wealth. Governments must
implement redistributive measures to address inequality, going beyond the
rhetoric of leaving no one behind. Governments must commit to clear targets for

2

achieving more equality in the distribution of incomes and ownership of
productive resources including land, finance, technology, services, and industries.
Governments should commit to promoting and scaling up solidarity-based,
traditional, collective and public forms of ownership, especially for women and
other marginalized groups in society. The international community should cancel
all illegitimate debts of countries, remedy unfair trade and taxation regimes that
rob poorer countries of trillions of dollars a year, and stop the unsustainable
extraction of resources from underdeveloped countries. 	
  
3.

Rein in corporate power. Governments should adopt a strong independent
regulatory framework for business and the financial sector to ensure that they
respect human rights and are held accountable when they do not. Rather than rely
on corporate self-regulation and voluntarism, governments must enforce right-toknow provisions and mandatory public disclosure for multinational corporations;
require independent accounting of their production and commercial operations as
well as independent technology assessments; require participatory human rights
impact assessments; free prior and informed consent for indigenous peoples;
establish mechanisms for redress; and penalties for corporate infractions and
violations of human rights and nature.

4.

Address the climate crisis. Governments should commit to limit global
temperature rise to 1.5C through drastic emission cuts and fair-sharing of the
global carbon budget that takes into account per capita historical emissions,
without resorting to carbon trading or offsets. This must be accompanied by clear
commitments on the delivery of adequate and appropriate climate finance and
technology for mitigation actions in the South. The burden of this transition must
be borne by the advanced industrialized countries, the biggest corporations and
the wealthiest classes globally and within each country who have exploited people
and the planet the most.

Without these minimum transformative reforms, the development agenda for the post2015 era will not make a dent on the structural conditions that breed poverty, inequality,
environmental degradation, violence and multiple crises. Even worse, it may serve as a
veil for further strengthening corporate power and reinforcing neocolonial relations
between rich and poor countries.
Therefore we are ever ready to mobilize, to hold our governments to account, to stimulate
public debate and engagement, and promote development justice for all. Above all, we
affirm our commitment to fight poverty, inequality and injustice by bringing an end to all
structures of exploitation and oppression, by asserting our inalienable right not simply to
live but to live with dignity, solidarity and care for people and nature.
Please send organizational endorsements to the attached statement, with country, to
secretariat@peoplesgoals.org.
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Signed
Campaign for Peoples Goals for Sustainable Development
Active Help Organisation (AHO) Pakistan
Advice Women’s Network, Jharkhand, India
AGHAM Advocates of Science and Technology for the Peoples from the Philippines
AID/WATCH, Australia
Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), Bangladesh
Alliance for Development, Ghana
Alliance of Indigenous Women’s Organisations in the Cordillera Region, Philippines
All Foundation Timor-Leste
Amihan Philippines
Andra Pradesh Vyavasaya Vruthidarula Union (APVVU), India
ANEKA, India
Anging Nepal
Anticoruption Busines Council of the Kyrgyz Republic
Arab NGO Network for Development (ANND), Lebanon
Asia Indigenous Peoples Network on Extractive Industries and Energy (AIPNEE)
Asia Pacific Indigenous Youth Network (APIYN), Philippines
Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants (APMM), Hong Kong
Asia Pacific Research Network (APRN)
Asia Pacific Women, Law and Development (APWLD)
Asian Peasant Coalition (APC)
Africaine de Recherche et de Cooperation pour l'Appui au Developpement Endogene
(ARCADE), Senegal
Asia Pacific Council of Aids Service Organizations (APCASO), Malaysia
Association for Women’s Rights in Development (AWID) International
Association pour le développement et de la promotion des droits humains en Mauritanie
Asociación de mujeres por la paz y la defensa de los derechos de la mujer
colombiana (ASODEMUC), Columbia
Asociation Qachuu Aloom, (Madre Tierra) Rabinal, Baja Verapaz, Guatemala
Asociation Raxch’ och’ Oxlaju Aj (Tierra Verde 13 Aj) (AROAJ), Guatemala
AWAZCDS-Pakistan
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Badhan Hijra Sangha (BHS), Bangladesh
Bangladesh NGOs Network for Radio and Communication (BNNRC)
Banteay Srei, Cambodia
Beyond Beijing Committee - Nepal
Blue Planet Project, Canada
Brazilian Solidarity Economy Forum/Forum Brasileiro de Economia Solidária - FBES
(Brazil)
Brook Peoples’ Human Rights Organisation (BPHRO) Agartala, Tripura, NE-India
Center for Economic and Social Rights (CESR)
Center for Human Rights and Development (CHRD), Mongolia
Center for Orang Asli Concerns, Malaysia
Center for Research and Advocacy, Manipur
Center for Sustainable Community Development (SCODE), Vietnam
Centre for 21st Century Issues (C21st), USA
Centre for Environment Education (CEE) India
Centre for Human Rights and Climate Change Research, Nigeria
Centre de Recherche et d'Information pour le Développement (CRID) – Action Mondiale
Contre la Pauvreté (France)
Collectif des ONG pour la Sécurité Alimentaire et le Développement rural (COSADER),
Cameroon
Community Development Services (CDS), Sri Lanka
Computer Professionals’ Union, Philippines
Consorcio para el Diálogo Parlamentario y la Equidad, México
Cooperation for Peace and Development (CPD), Afganistan
Cordillera Peoples Alliance (CPA)
Cordillera Women’s Education Research Centre (CWERC), Philippines
Danggayan Dagiti Mannalon ti Cagayan Valley – KMP Cagayan Valley, Philippines
Dharti Development foundation Sindh Pakistan
Ecological Christian Organisation (ECO), Uganda
Ecological Society of the Philippines (ESP)
Ecumenical Centre for Research, Education and Advocacy (ECREA), Fiji
Edmund Rice International
Empower India
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EMPOWER PEOPLE & People’s Campaign against Bride trafficking
Equidad de Género: Ciudadanía, Trabajo y Familia, México
EquityBD, Bangladesh
Forum of Women’s NGOs, Kyrgyzstan
Four Freedoms Forum, USA
Franciscans International
Global Agenda for Total Emancipation (GATE), Nigeria
Global People Surge
Gram Bharat Samiti (GBS), Jaipur, India
GreenWatch Dhaka
Grupo de Trabajo de Cambio Climático y Justicia (GTCCJ-Bolivia)
Habitat International Coalition (HIC)
Hawai’i Institute for Human Rights
Health and Trade Network (HaT)
IBON International
Igualdad y Justicia Socio-Ambiental, IJSA, Latinoamérica
INA (Māori, Indigenous & South Pacific) HIV/AIDS Foundation, New Zealand
Indigenous Peoples Movement for Self Determination and Liberation (IPMSDL)
Indonesian Migrant Worker Union Hong Kong
Innabuyog, Philippines
Institute for Future (IFF), Mongolia
INSTITUTO JUSTIÇA FISCAL, Brazil
Integrated Social Development Effort (ISDE) Bangladesh
International Migrants Alliance (IMA)
International Presentation Association
Institut Perempuan (Indonesia)
Instituto Marista De Solidariedade (Brazil)
Irrigation Training and Economic Empowerment Organisation (IRTECO), Tanzania
JaringanOrangAsal SeMalaysia (JOAS)
Kalikasan PNE, Philippines
Kalipunan ng mga Katutubong Mamamayan ng Pilipinas (KATRIBU), Philippines
Kenya Human Rights Commission
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Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP)
Labour, Health and Human Rights Development Centre, Nigeria
Land is Life
Light House, Bangladesh
Maria Eugenia Morales, Nicaragua
Marist International Solidarity Foundation (FMSI)
Medical Mission Sisters, USA
Mesa de Incidencia de Mujeres Rurales Colombianas (MIPMRC), Colombia
Migrante International
Missionary Oblates of May Immaculate
MONFEMNET National Network, Mongolia
Movement for Land and Agricultural Reform (MONLAR), Sri Lanka
Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP), Nigeria
Narigrantga Prabartana/UBINIG, Bangladesh
Nash Vek, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
National Alliance of Women Human Rights Defenders (NAWHRD), Nepal
National Federation of Women Living with HIV/AIDS (NFWLHA), Nepal
National Fisheries Solidarity Movement, Sri Lanka
National Forum for Advocacy, Nepal
National Network of Indigenous Women’s Organisations in the Philippines
NGO Federation of Nepal
Ogoni Solidarity Forum (OSF), Nigeria
ONG Carbone Guinée
Pesticide Action Network - Asia and the Pacific (PAN-AP), Malaysia
Pacific Network on Globalization (Suva, Fiji Islands)
Pakistan Kisan Mazdoor Tahreek (PKMT)
Participatory Research Action Network (PRAN), Banladesh
People’s Coalition on Food Sovereignty (PCFS)
People’s Health Movement (PHM)
People’s Health Movement – Sri Lanka
Peter Harney
PISTON – Cayagan Valley, Philippines
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Polaris Institute, Canada
Positive Change for Cambodia (PCC)
Public Fund Legal Perspective of Kyrgz Republic
Radanar Ayar Rural Development Association (Myanmar)
RESEAU DES ONGs DE DEVELOPPEMENT ET ASSOCIATIONS DE DEFENSE
DES DROITS DE L'HOMME ET DE LA DEMOCRATIE (RODADDHD) NIGER
Roots for Equity, Pakistan
Rural Women’s Association “Alga”, Kyrgyzstan
SEEDS-India
SERUNI, Indonesia
SHAZET Public Association, Kyrgyzstan
Sisters of Mercy, Mercy International Association: Global Action, USA
Smallholder Farmers Association of Kenya (SFA)
Social Development Integrated Centre (Social Action), Kenya
Social Development Network (SODNET), Kenya
Society for Promotion of Human Rights, Malaysia (PROHAM)
South African National NGO Coalition (SANGOCO), South Africa
Sri Lankan National Fisheries Solidarity Movement (NAFSO)
Sustainable Development Foundation, Thailand
The Coastal Association for Social Transformation Trust (COAST) Bangladesh
The Initiative Construvendo Puentes
Third World Health Aid, Belgium
UDYAMA, India
WeGovern Institute, Inc.
WE Promotion of Indigenous and Nature Together (POINT), Myanmar
Women’s Earth and Climate Action Network (WECAN)
Women’s Rehabilitation Centre (WOREC), Nepal
Worldview - The Gambia
Worldview Mission International (WM)
Yoona Askan Wi / Mouvement Pour L’ Autonominie Populaire, Senegal
Youth Association for Development (YAD), Pakistan
Youth for Change Afghanistan Organisation
Youth Federation of Indigenous Nationalities Nepal (YFIN Nepal)
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Zo Indigenous Forum. Mizoram, India
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